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AG LTHO! a Stranger in this Coinnty, 4 arid con · 


ſequently unintereſted in the preſent Strug- 
gle between the Aldermen and Citizens of 
Dublin, yet as a Friend to Lzberty! 1 Whos be vocally 
ſilent on this Occaſion; 
I obſerve a Speech of that wordry Patriot and true 
Repreſentative of his Country, Sir Jobn Bernard, has 
been publiſhed lately, and that moſt properly at this 
Juncture; as if relates to a Power veſted in the Board 
of Aldermen of the CM of LONDON, which was 
looked upon moſt juſtly to be Anticonfitutional (altho* | 
granted by Act of Parliament.) 
Now, Sir, as the Meaning of the Negative Power 
in the Aldermen of London, which Sir Jobn endeavours 


by his Speech to have taken away, and in which he 
happily ſucceeded ; it may not be underſtood by the- 


Generality of People i in the City, I ſhall endeavour to 


explain it to you. And ſhall in the firft Place en- 
_ deavour to ſhew how the Board of Aldermen and Com- 
mon Council are elected in LONDON, and then ex: 
plain the Nature of this Negative, and leave it to 
the Gentlemen of this City to compare the Manner in 
which the Aldermen and Common Council are cho- 


ſen here; and what the Powers which the ALDER. 


MEN of THIS CITY take upon themſelves to exer- 
eiſe both Negatively and Affirmatively, excluſive of 
the Common Council and their Fellow-Citizens with 


that of London. Whether this Power is here legally 


or illegally exerciſed, (altho* the latter has been 


wm contended for with great Strength of Argu- 
A | n 


— 
. 
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9 I ſhall not take upon me to determine. And 
firſt, the City of LONDON is divided into twenty- 
ſix- Wards, and one Aldermen and a Number of 
Common Councilmen in proportion to its Size are 
choſen by the Inhabitants of each Ward paying Scot 
and Lot ; or in other Words, 'by thoſe Inhabitants 
who are not on the Poor Rate, but contribute to the 
Public Taxes ; ſo that the City of London is as freely 


and fairly repreſented in COMMON COUNCIL as 
they are in PARLIAMENT... 


Before the Year 1723, — * Time TP 1 


: the Lord Mayor, Board of Aldermen, and Common 


Council ſat - together, and voted together, and the 
Majority, of Voices of the whole Body, determined 


the Qusſtion, and the Vote of the meaneſt Member of 
i 2 Council was: as good as that of the greateft Auen | 


N * WALPOLE, for Reaſons that are fully Ex- 


_ RK 500 in Sir John Bernard's, and the following 


Speech, determined to endeayour to have a Power 
veſted in the Aldermen, excluſive of the Commons; 


which the then Board of Aldermen not foreſeeing the 

ill Uſe that might be made of it, greedily catched at. 

The Negative Power then given to the Board of 155 
Aldermen by this Act was this; That the Lord Mayor 


and Board F Aldermen ſhould Ge by themfelyes ain a 
ſeparate Room, and that the Buſineſs ſhould be pre- 


pared and ſent up to them by the Commons, which if 
not approved of by fourteen of them, (which made a 
Majority of the Twenty-ſix) was ſtopped. 


Now Sir, compare this with the Powers exerciſed by 
the ALDERMEN” OE THIS CITY, and I am ſure 
there wilt be no Neceſſity to explain the Difference. 
fend. you ALDERMAN GEORGE HEATHCOATE's 
Speech on this Subject, and doubt not you will pub- 
liſh. it with this Letter to explain it. I wiſh it may 
ſerve the Cauſe of Liberty, and am, Sir, 

7 our bumble Ser vant, 


A Londoner. 


SPEECH, ere. 


SIR, 


x HATEVER we. may ike 
or whatever Character we may deſerve 
among Foreigners, I hope we ſhall 
always take Care to preſerve the Cha- 
racter of hx a brave and a free People. | Foreign 
Slaves may think as highly as they pleaſe, Sir, of the 
Steadineſs of their public Counſels ; but among ſuch, I 
hope, we ſhall always be deemed a turbulent and un- 
ſteady People. This Character muſt always neceſſa- 
rily attend a free Government ; becauſe in all ſuch 
Governments there have. been, there will always be 
ſome Miniſter, or ſome Set of Miniſters forming 
Schemes for overturning the Liberties of the People, 
and eſtabliſhing themſelves in arbitrary Power. Such 
Mlen are generally, at firſt, the Idols of the People, 
and before their latent Deſigns come to be diſcovered, 
they generally prevail with the People to enter into 
ſuch Meaſures, or to make ſuch Regulations, as may 
contribute to che Succeſs of their Deſigns. But if the 
People -are wiſe enough, and ſufficiently jealous of 
their. Liberties, as the People of this Country, thank 
| God! have always hitherto been, they never fail to 
diſcover theſe Deſigns before they are ripe for Execu 
tion, As ſoon as they have made this Ragna 
they begin to ſee the evil Tendency of the Meaſures 
or Regulations they have been led into, and of courſe 
they muital-er the former and repeal the latter. This 
therefore, which foreign: Slaves, as moſt of the Peo- 
| * around us are, impute to 4 Turbulency of Un- | 
eadineſs in our Temper, is nothing but the natural 


ae of the Feade of our Government; bl 
| W illt 


| "2 01] 1 
whilſt the Cauſe laſts, which, I hope, it will always | 
do, the Effect muſt continue the ſame. 

The Law, which is now propoſed to be repealed, 
is one of thoſe Regulations we were induced to agree 
to by ſuch a Miniſter as I have deſcribed: He was 
once, Sir, the Patron of ILäberty, and conſequently 
the Idol of the People; but his future Conduct ſhew- 
ed, that his Friendſhip to Liberty was pretended, 


with the only View, that as ſoon as it ſuited his Pur- 
Poſe he might ſecretly ſtab her to the Heart. Cor- 


ruption, Sir. was the poiſoned Dagger he intended 


to make uſe of, and with this Weapon he gave her a 
Stab, as was clearly pointed out to you by the Re- 
port of your Secret Committe; but, I hope. tbe Stab 
Will not prove mortal; 1 hope, we ſhall be able to 
extract the Poiſon, and heal up the Wound, before 
it corrupts the whole Maſs of our Conſtitution. 
This Regulation, Sir, which we ſhall now, I hope, 
aboliſh, was the Vehicle contrived by him to convey 
his Poiſon to the City of London. He knew of what 
Conſequence it might be to him, to get the Govern- 
ment of that City into his Hands, or at leaſt to pre- 
vent her oppoling any of his dot Schemes; and for 
this Purpoſe he contrived to throw as much Power 
into the Hands of the Aldermen as poſſible, becauſe, 
by working, on their Avarice or their Vanity, he 
thought, he might prevail with a Majority of them, 
to make uſe of their Power upon all Occaſions for his 
Service. This, Sir, was his ſecret Deſign in getting 
duch a Regulation agreed to by Parliament, this was 
the Uſe he made of it, and this is the Uſe any future 
Miniſter may make of it: Upon the Queſtion then, 


whether ſuch a Regulation ought to be aboliſhed, I 7 


ſay, upon ſuch a Queſtion, ſhall we enter into the 
Inquiry, whether the Aldermen have made a bad uſe 
of the Power, by this Means, and with this Deſign, 
thrown into their Hands? Is it not enough for us, 
that ſuch a Regulation may be made a bad Uſe of; 
that it certainly will be made a bad Uſe of by the firſt 
wicked Miniſter this Nation happens t to be curſed with, 
Which, 


e 


which, God knows! is a Plague we cannot long ex- 
pect to be without; and that by making a bad Uſe of 
it he may be enabled to overturn our Liberties? Is 
not all this ſufficient to prevail with a Brit; Houſe 


of Commons to aboliſh ſuch a Regulation, without 
inquiring, whether or no it has already been made a 
bad Uſe of? Certainly it is, Sir: Certainly it muſt 
be thought ſo; if we have the ſame Regard for our 
Liberties that our Anceſtors were poſſeſſed with, and 
by which they tranſmitted to us the glorious Title of 
being Free- born Engliſhmen, 1 OP I ot 


But, Sir, if ſuch an Inquiry were neceſſary, it would . 


be no difficult Matter to ſhew, that the Aldermen 


have made a bad Uſe of the Power lodged in their 
Hands by this Regulation, and that every Time they 


did make uſe of this Power, it was at the Command 


of the Miniſter, and with a View to anſwer the Pur- 


poſe for which he got this. Power lodged in their 
Hands. I think it quite unneceſſary to give you a 


full and particular Hiſtory of the Uſe they made of 


this Power, or to examine their Motives at each par- 


ticular Time; but one of thoſe Times is fo remark- 


able, that I cannot paſs it over in Silence. The Con- 


vention with Spain muſt be remembered by every 
Gentleman that hears me, and, I hope, is now tho't 


to he, by a Majority of this Aſſembly, what it really 
was, a moſt infamous and pernicious Treaty. By 


that Treaty our then Miniſter not only ſacrificed the 
Honour but the Trade and Navigation of his Coun- 
try. Such a Treaty the City of London had ſurely a 
_ Concern to oppoſe, and to prevent its being ratified 
by his Majeſty, it poſſible. For this Purpoſe a great 
Majority of the Common Council reſolved to petition 
his Majeſty againſt it; but as this was properly a Pe- 
tition againſt the Miniſter who adviſed it, he ſent his 
Orders to the Aldermen, and by: their Negative they” 
rendered the Reſolution of the Common Council in- 


effeftual. Was not this, Sir, making a bad Uſe of 


their Power? Was it not making ſuch an Ufe of it as 


might have been of the moſt pernicious Conſequence 
„ | -_ 


- 


Z} 


5 
to our Trade and Navigation, and confequently to 
the Intereſt of the City of London in particular? Be- 
ſiides this, Sir, it was a Precedent of a moſt dangerous 
Tendency. Every Subject, and every corporate Body in 
tbe Kindgdom, have a Right to petition their Sovereign: 
The Exerciſe of this Right may be of great Service 
to the King, when he happens to be miſled by his 
| Miniſters ; and, when exerciſed by the City of Lon- 
don, muſt always have a very great Weight, and may 
very probably make the King ſenſible of the bad Ad- 
vice that has been given him; but can this Right ever 6 
| be exerciſed by the Citizens of London in their corpo- 15 
| rate Capacity, if they are to be reſtrained by 14 Al.. 
dermen under a corrupt Dependence. upon the very 
1 Miniſter, who gave the bad Advice to his Sovereign? 
This I think, Sir, is a glaring Inſtance of the Al- 
dermens having made a bad Uſe of their Negative; 
and had the Miniſter's Slaves among them ſucceeded 
in all they attempted at that Time, they would have 
furniſned us with another Inſtance ſtill more glaring; 
for they attempted to put a Negative upon the City's 
petitioning the Parliament againſt that Convention; 
Lin ſome of the Aldermen, I mean thoſe who were 
ſuſpected of being bought by the Minifter, were not 
then ſufficiently broke, of perhaps not ſufficiently paid, + 
and therefore they refuſed. to concur with their mini- 
ſterial Brethren in this Negative. However, the At- 
tempt ſhews what may be done by this Negative, 
when a Miniſter bas got 14 of the Aldermen ſuffici- 
ently under Diſcipline. Let the Meaſures of fuch, a 
. Miniſter be never ſo contrary ta the publick Good, 
let his Deſigns againſt - our Liberties, or even againſt. 
the City of London itſelf, be never ſo apparent, nei - 
ther King nor Parliament could expect any Petition or 
Addreſs againſt his Meaſures or Deſigus; and the Si- 
lence of the City of London would be à Precedent for 
all the Cities and Corporations of the Kingdꝶhꝶꝶʒu. 
Thus, Sir, the Behaviour of the Aldermen upon 
this Occaſion, is not only a Proof of their having 7 
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a bad Uſe of the Power lodged-in their Hands, but 
alſo it muſt convince us, that this Power may be of 


the moſt dangerous Conſequence in Time to come; 


and their Behaviour upon another Occaſion that has 
been mentioned, muſt ſhew, that as long as they are 


veſted with this Negative, they will court the Favour - 
of the Miniſter, and contemn the Reſentment of their 
Fellow Citizens. What I mean, Sir, is their breaking 


through the eſtabliſned Cuſtom of the City, and with- 
out any Reaſon ſetting aſide a Gentleman who; accord - 


ing to the Cuſtom, ought to have been preferred to 


the Honour of being Lord Mayor. The Behaviour 


of the Citizens upon a former Occafion was no Frece- 
dent for the Behaviour of the Aldermen upon this. 
The Citizens had ſet a Gentleman aſide for a very good 


Reaſon, for a Reaſon that was known and avowed, 
and for a Reaſon that muſt be approved of by-every 


Man who does hot approve of our late Convention 


With Spain. Was this a Reaſon for the Aldermens 
ſetting aſide a Gentleman without any Reaſon? I fay, 
Sir, without any Reaſon known and avowed; for that 


they had 4 Reafon I ſhall not deny, and that Reaſon 
was ſuſpected, tho" it was ſuch a one as they dutſt not 
avow. The Reaſon I mean is becauſe they had pri- 


vate Orders from their Patron, the Miniſter, to ſet that 


Having taken Notice, Sir, of the Reaſon the Alder- 
men were ſuppoſed to have for ſetting this Gentleman 
aſide, I muſt give you the Reaſon, which the Citizens 
had for ſetting another Gentleman aſide upon a for- 
mer Occaſion; and this I muſt do, becauſe it has been 


ſaid, that it was a high Preſumption in the Citizens of 
London to take Notice of a Gentleman's Way of voting 


in this Aſſembly. Sir, it was ſo far from being a hig 

Prefumption, bat is æbas their Rigbi and their Duty 10 
do fo. Every Man in the Kingdom that has a Vote at 
any Election, has a Right to tale Notice of every Gen- 
tleman's Behaviour in Parliament: He has not only a 
Right, but he is in Duty bound to take Notice of it, 


that 


j 
/ 


| for Liberty. | 1 „ 0 ; PRES Norge: 3 5 1 
It was therefore no Preſumption, Sir, but a Duty 
in the Citizens of London, to take Notice of the Be- 


— 


VVV be! 
that if ever any ſuch Gentleman ſhould, upon any Oc- 
caſſon, apply to him for his Vote, he may grant or re- 
Fuſe his Requeſt according to his Behaviour in Parlia- 
ment. To ſay that this is an Incroachment upon the 
Freedom of Parliament is, in my Opinion, ridicu- 


lous: We may as well ſay, that the Eſteem or Re- 


proach a Gentleman gains by his Behaviour here, is an 
Incroachment upon his Freedom of voting; or we may 
as well ſay, that the Danger of a Gentleman's not be- 
ing rechoſen, in caſe he ſhould by his Behaviour diſ- 
oblige his Conſtituents, is a Reſtraint upon the Free- 
dom of his Voting, and that therefore every Member 


.-ought to be choſen for Life; which is a Doctrine that 
Miniſters may perhaps approve of, but, I am ſure, it 


Tüll nerer be inculcated by any Man who has 2 Regard 


haviour of a Gentleman in Parliament, who applied to 
them for the Honour of being raiſed to the chief Ma- 
giſtracy of their City. His being their Repreſentative, 
or the Repreſentative of another Place, made no Differ- 
ence: Every Gentleman, after he is choſen, becomes the 
Repreſentative of the People of Eugland; and if in that 
Poſt, either through Weaknefs or Corruption, he be- 

trays or ſacrifices the Intereſts of the People, ſurely no 
Part of the People ought again to chuſe him into that 
or any other Office of Honour or Truſt, which they 


| Have ax their Diſpoſal. This was the Caſe of the 


Gentleman ſet aſide by the Citizens of London: In 
Parliament he had voted for approving the Conven- 
tion with Spain, which, by a great Majority of them, 


was thought to be derogatory to the Honour, and de- 


ſtructive of the Trade and Navigation of their Coun- 
try. If he did this through Weakneſs, he was unfit 


for being the chief Magiſtrate of ſuch a great City; 


if through Corruption, ſurely they had good Reaſon 
not to put ſuch a great Truſt into ſuch unclean Hands. 


+: Beſides this, Sir, the Citizens of London had an- 


ather Reaſon for ſetting him aſide. I hope it will be 
| „„ allowed, 


ang 


e that the Citizens of Landon have a d 


in the Choice that is made of Members of Parliament, 
for every Place in the Kingdom, as well, as for their 
own City. It is their Intereſt, becauſe it is the publick 
Intereſt, to have ſuch Men choſen for every County, 
City and Borough in the Kingdom, as have Ability 
enough to diſtinguiſh, and Honour enough to adhere 
to the true Intereſt of their Country. This Gentle- 
man had, by his Behaviour in the preceding Seſſion, 


cn them that he was defective either in his Abi- - 
lity or Honeſty; therefore it was their Intereſt not to 
have him choſen again, either for the Place he then re- 
preſented, or for any other. Was their chuſing him 
their Lord Mayor a Way to prevent this? Would it 


not have convinced the little Borough he then repre 
ſented, that the Citizens of London approved of his 
Conduct in Parliament? And would not this have gone 
a great Way towards inducing them to chuſe him a 
ſecond Time? Therefore the Citizens of London were 

obliged to refuſe chuſing him their Lord Mayor, in 
order to prevent his being choſen a Member of the 
then enſuing new Parliament. 


Thus it appears, Sir, that the Cichivhsa of Laa 


had a very ſufficient Reaſon for breaking through the 


eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, in not chuſing this Gentleman as 
one of the two they were to return to the Court of 


Aldermen; and the Reaſon they had they publickly 
avowed long before the Election; ſo that the Gentle» 
man had an Opportunity to juſtify himſelf if he had 


not been guilty of what was laid to his Charge: and 


he did endeavour to juſtify himſelf ſo far as related 
to Corruption, but he never denied his voting for the 
Convention, and conſequently could not excuſe, or free 
himſelf from the Imputation of Weakneſs, which was 
the chief Foundation of the Reſolutionto ſet him aſide. 

But, Sir, with regard to the Gentleman ſet aſide by 


the Aldermen, there was not the leaſt Objection to his 


Conduct, unleſs it was that of his appearing ſtrenu- 
ouſly againſt the Convention, and being nearly related 


to a en City Magiſtrate, who has for ſeveral - 


Tears, 


1 
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Tears, with great Strength of Reaſon, oppoſed and 
expoſed. the late Miniſter's Meaſures in this Houſe. 
5 _ appearing againſt the Convention, and conſe- 


_ .quently againſt the City's conferring any Honour up- 
on a Gentleman, who had done what he could to get 


it eſtabliſhed, was a Duty he owed to his Country, and 


Particularly to the City of London, if he thought it an 
infamous and pernicious Treaty which was the Opinion 


he declared he had of it, as ſoon as it made its Ap- 
pearance in Publick. Ia this Reſpect, therefore, he 


1 could not be ſo much as ſuſpected of any Thing that 


was criminal i 0 his Behaviour. If he judged amiſs of 


By that Treaty, he might be accuſed of Weakneſs; but 


ſurely this Accuſation could not be brought againſt him 
y any of thoſe who, both in their private Converſa- 
en and by their publick Conduct, had declared 
mſelves of the ſame Opinion, which was the Caſe 


of feveral of thoſe Aldermen who voted for ſetting him 


aſide ; they had often, and before many Witneſſes, de- 
clared their having a very bad Opinion of that Treaty, 
and they had joined with their Brethren in voting and 


Preſenting a Petition to Parliament againſt it. There- 


fore the Conduct of thoſe Men, at leaſt in ſetting that 

Gentleman aſide, and thereby breaking, through a Cuſ- 

tom, eſtabliſhed for the preſerving the Peace of the 
ity, muſt be, allowed to have been without any Rea- 


4 — they could avow, and conſequently muſt be al- 
0 


wed to have been moſt extraordinary and unuſual. 
If it was fo, their joinipg with the other Aldermen in 
the Amendment that has been mentioned, vas a per- 
fiſting i in their Error, and adding a new Crime to their 


e in both which they could, in my Opinion, 


vè no other Motive but that of eum ging Favour 


: with the Miniſter. 5 X 
1 have ſaid, Sir, * while the Aldermen are veſted 8 
with the Negative, they will court the Favour of the 


Miniſter, and/contemn the Reſentment of their Fel- 
W- -Citizens ; and their Behaviour upon both the ſe 


Occaſions is a Proof of what I ſay. There was not 


in Re Clip of Laudon a more EPS My. than the 
Gentleman 
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Gentleman they ſet aſide: This they knew, and they 
2 knew that their ſetting him aſide would provoke the 
| Reſentment of their Fellow-Citizens againſt hem; 
but as long as they thought themſelves: ſure of the 
protection of the Miniſter, and that his protection 
would be ſufficient, hey deſpiſed the Reſentment of 
their Fellow-Citizens ſo much, that they ſet the 
ſame Gentleman aſide a ſecond and third Time, tho“ 
returned to. them each time by the unanimous Voice 
of the Citizens; and they would probably ſhewn the 
ſame Contempt of the Reſentment of their Fellow- 
Citizens a fourth Time, had. they had the ſame O- 
Pinion of the protection they depended on; or the 
Favour they courted ; but before; the next Oppor- 
- tunity, which was on Micbaelmas Day 1741, à new 
Parliament had ben returned, and from the Return: 
it appeared, that a Majority of this Houſe 7 
probably declare againſt their Patron the Miniſter, 
from whence they judged, that his Protection was no 
longer to be depended on, nor his Favour worth ſeek. 
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ing, eſpecially at any Riſk; therefore they then 
thought it not fafe to mcur again the Reſontment of 
their Fellow-Citizens, and perhaps the Reſentment 
of the next Miniſter; conſequently they then choſe 
for Lord Mayor the Gentleman they had before ſo of- 
ten rejected, he being then again returned to them by 
the unanimous. Voice of the Citizens. TS 
I.hnhhus, Sir, the Behaviour of the Aldermen, upon 
this Occaſion, is a Proof of what I have faid ; and 
their threatning to put the Negative upon the Com- 
mon Council's returning Thanks to another very 
popular Magiſtrate, un eſs the Common- Council 
would agre: to have the Queſtion modelled according 
to their Lik ng, is another Proof of the fame Dec- 
trine; conſequen ly I muſt conclude, that as long as 
the Aldermen of the City of London, are veſted with 
this Negative Power, a Majority. of that will proba- 
bly. contemn the Reſentment cf their Fellow- Citizens, 
and coukt-ihe Favour of the Miniſter. for the Time 
being. But it may be aſked, why will they og 
Sb oY OO O'S On 
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the Ae ſhould they be diveſted of this Negktive 
Power? To this the Anſwer is very ſhort and eaſy : 
It will not then be worth the Miniſter's While to 
come up to their Price. I have not ſo bad an opinion 
of Mankind as to ſay, that every Man has his Price; 
but this, I am afraid, may be jullly ſaid, - that the 
Majority cf Mankind have a Price, if it be worth 
the Purchaſer's While to come up to it. With Re- 
1 to thoſe that have a Price, it is certain that every 
an's Price depends in a great Meaſure upon the 
Fortune he is poſſeſſed of, and the Reputation-he has 
8 vired in the World. Now the Aldermen of the 
of London are generally Men of an eaſy Fortune, 
Gi always Men that by their former Wee have 
| acquire ſome Reputation in the World; we cannot 
therefore ſuppoſe, that any one of them, or ar leaſt 
not many of them, are Men of a ſmall Price ; and as 
long as they can do a Miniſter but little Service, he 
Will not give any of them a large Price. They will 
therefore continue faithful to their Country and their 
City, not becauſe they are proof againſt Corruption, 
3 becauſe they are not worth the Miniſter's While, 
or perhaps not in his Power, to corrupt. By inveſt- 
ing them with this Negative, you have made it 
worth a Miniſter's While to come up to their Price: 
Diveſt them of this Negative, it will be no longer 
worth his While, and they will neither court his Fa- 
' your, not contemn the Reſentment of their Fellow-. 

. Citizens, if they, find they are to get nothing by it 
but Reproach. 

. Doctrine, Sir, That there mußt be a er 
tion between the Service a Man can do, and the Price 
he may probably inſiſt on, is ſo well underſtood by 
thoſe who have ſtudied the Art of Corruption, that 
all our Miniſters who have aimed at arbitrary Power, 
have endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to throw the 
Government of every ſubordinate Society and Com- 
munity in the Kingdom into a few Hands. They know 
that the Majority of a few Men of Fortune may be 


9 at a wy price than the Majority of a great 
Number | 


* 
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Number of Men, who live by their Buſineſs; and the 
Reaſon is very plain, becauſe the former, by accept - 
ing a Bribe, loſe nothing but their Reputation, where- 
as the latter loſe their Reputation and with it their 
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Subſiſtence, for a Trade ſman's Buſineſs generally 
depend upon his Reputation, and - therefore in 

_ Smithfield Way of Reckoning, he will not accept of a 
Bribe, 'unleſs it be ſuch as may enable him for the 


future to live without Buſineſs. © Beſides this, the | 
Value a Man puts upon his Reputation is very far 
from being always in proportion to his Fortune. A 


Man of 101, a Year might reject with Diſdain a 


Bribe of 10/7; and yet the ſame Man, were he poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Thouſand a Year, might ſell his Reputation 


for 1000 1. There are many other Arguments for 
ſhewing, that the Majority of a few Men of Fortune 
may be more eaſily purchaſed than the Majority of a 


great Number of Men of ſmall Fortunes, and 'theſe 
Arguments have been confirmed by the Experien ce of 


all Ages and Countries, _ | an, 
For this Reaſon, IJ fay, Sir, all our Miniſters, 


. whoſe Ambition led them, or whoſe previous Crimes 


forced them to aim at arbitrary Power, have endea- 
voured to throw all our ſubordinate Societies and 
Communities into as few Hands as poſſible ; and for 


the ſame Purpoſe they have endeavoured to get all ' 


_ Magiſtracies and Offices depending upon the Choice 


of the People, eftabliſhed'for Life, and to throw as 


much Power as they could into the Hands' of thoſe 
popular Magiſtrates, who by any new Law or antient 


Cuſtom are choſen for Life. Such Endeavours, Sir, 
are all equally deſigned to make Corruption the more 


ſucceſsful. Thoſe who are verſed in that' filthy Art 
know, that a Magiſtrate choſen for Life is better 
worth corrupting than one who is choſen but for a 
Year or a ſhort Term of Years, and that the more 
they may give, the more likely they are to ſucceed 
in Corruption. They likewiſe know, that a Man 
who has once proſtituted himſelf, and thereby for- 
feited his Reputation, is like a Proſtitute of the other 


Sex; 
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Lex: He becomes cheaper every Day he lives, and 


will at laſt proſtitute himſelf, if it were for: nothing 


elſe: but the Pleaſure, or rather Habit, of Proſtitution. 


+, Theſe are the Arts purſued, Sir, theſe are the 
Maxims laid down by all thoſe who are aiming at ar- 
bitrary Power, and in order to render their Maxims 


2 to the credulous and unthinking Part ot 
Mankind, their Advocates are inſtructed to rail at 
popular Power, and to load all numerous popular 

Aſſemblies with Faction, Sedition, Turbulence, Un- 


ſteadineſs, and I do not know how many other Bug- 


bears. If we where to believe theſe miniſterial Tools, 


| Who are generally very well paid, and who, like true 


Lawyers, argue for their Fee without the leaſt Re- 
gard to any Thing elle : I fay, if we were to believe 
theſe miniſterial Tools, we muſt think, that the Peo- 
ple of every Country ought to be treated like Mad- 


men: That they ought to be kept in Chains, to pre- 

vent their doing themſelves a Miſchief. But however 
fond ſome Gentlemen may be of preſerving or increa- 

ling the Power of the Crown, while they themſelves 


are in; the Sunſhine of it, I hope, this Houſe will 


take Care to leave as much Power in the Hands of 


the People as may be ſufficient for preſerving their 
Liberties ; and when we find that the Power of the 


ſters, been ſo diminiſhed as not to be a proper Ba- 
lance for the Power of the Crown, we ought, and I 


hope, we always ſhall take Care to increaſe the one, 
and diminiſh the Weight of the other. 


When I conſider our antient Conſtitution, and re- 
flect upon the great Power formerly lodged in the 
Hands of the People, I am really ſurprized, Sir, to 
hear any Gentleman talk of the Danger of throwing . 
too much Power into their Hands. The Power of the 
People! alas, Sir! they have ſcarcely any Power left. 
The Crown has already ingroſſed the greateſt Part of 

what the People were poſſeſſed of by the antient Con- 


ſtitution of our Government, and will, if we do not 
1] take ſpecial Care, very ſoon engroſs the whole; for 


when 
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win the Crown gets the direction of that "I 
which by the remaining Forms of our Conſtitution is 


left in tte Hands of the People, the Crown gets the 
Subſtance, and leaves the People only the Shadow. 


What ſignifies it to the People to have the Choice of 
any Magiſtrate or Officer, if that Magiſtrate or Officer 


be, as ſoon as choſen, brought by Corruption under the 
Direction of the Crown ? What would it ſignify to the 
People to have the choice of their Repreſentatives in this 


Houſe ſhould, as ſoon as choſen, be brought by Cor- 
ruption under the Direction of the Crown ? In ſuch a 


Caſe, would the People have any thing more than the 


Shadow of Power ? And I will fay, that it would be 
much better for them to be without that Shadow; be- 
cauſe the Expence the Crown is put to in corrupting 
thoſe Magiſtrates ' and Repreſentatives, muſt be all 
furniſhed by the People; and at the fame time the 


public Service muſt be facrificed, by being put into 
the Hands of thoſe who have nothing to recommend | 
them but their Venality. 


Wie muſt therefore, Sir, never tall af the Power 
of the People, unleſs it be ſuch a one as can never be 
brought under the Direction of the Crown, either by 
Force, Fraud, or Corruption; and if this were the 


Caſe with reſpect to every Power now lodged in the 


Hands of the People, they would not have near ſo 


much as they had in the happy Times of ſome of our 


Forefathers. In former Times our Counties had the 
Power of chuſing almoſt all their Magiſtrates and Of- 
ficers ; they choſe their Generals in time of War, they 


choſe their Sheriffs, and their Conſervators of the 


Peace, as well as their Coroners and their Members 
of Parliament. Now they have nothing left but the 


choice of their Coroners and Members: As to their 
choice of Coroners, it is of very little ſignification; 
becaufe Care has been taken to leave very littie Power 


in the Hands of that Officer: And as to their choice 
of Members, it would be of no ſignification, if the 


Crown ſhould once come to make itſelf Maſter of the- 
1 Laos for all our little Boroughs, e is FRI 
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People have no ſhare in it. 
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in a great Meaſure. the caſe; ; The People of our 
Counties have therefore very little Power now left in 


their Hands; and as to our Cities and Boroughs, 


ſome of them, tis true, particularly London, retain 
ſtill ſomething of our antient Saxon Conſtitution; but 
in many of them the People have very little to do 


with the Government even of their own City or Bo- 
rough, and conſequently have no Power at all in their 
Hands; for in ſome the old Magiſtrates chuſe the 


new, and in others the Election has been confined to 


ſuch a ſmall Number, that it may be juſtly ſaid, the 


Thus it muſt appear, Sir, that: the People have 


not now near ſo much Power as they had formerly, 


and if we are now more peaceable, Jam ſure, we are 
much leſs happy; for I ſhall never think, that Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in indolent Tranquility and laviſh 


i ' , Submiſſion under Chains. If this be Happineſs,” 


ſhall grant, that it is more ſecurely eſtabliſhed under 


an abſolute, than under a free Government; but as I 


think, that political Happineſs conſiſts in being free 
rom Oppreſſion, I ſhall never be for putting it into 

e Power of any Prince, or any Adminiſtration, to 
oppreſs the People. Peace, 1 ſhall admit, Sir, is a 
very good Thing, but do not let us give up our Li- 


berties for fear of diſturbing our Peace. We have 
preſerved both for many Generations, and tho? I can- 


not ſay without Interruption, yet I will ſay, that thoſe 
Interruptions never proceeded from the Factiouſneſs 


of the People, but from their Power to oppoſe thoſe 


who were ambitiouſly aiming at the Deſtruction of 
Liberty. If they part with that Power, they may 


indeed have Peace, but they will have Slavery and 


Oppreſſion along with it. This, Sir, is a certain 
Conſequence; and therefore it is our Buſineſs in this 
Houſe, to attend in the moſt ſerious Manner to the 
Ebbings and Flowings of the People's Power, and to 


reſtore it, as often as we find it has been too much 
dliminiſhed by any raſh or ill- judged Regulation; 
which, in my Opinion, is the Caſe with Regard to 


. 
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Pa Law now oath to be Wanna It was not 
contrived for amending what was thought too popu- 


lar in the Form of Government of our capital City: 
It was contrived for preventing that City's being ever 


able to vindicate either its own or its Country's Li- 


berties. This, is the only Purpoſe it has ſerved, this 


is the only Purpoſe it can ſerve; and therefore 1 mall 


be for having it repealed. 


N. B. The Behaviour of Sir . Job Bernard, and Mr. 7 
Heathcoate, on the above Occaſion, who were 
both ALDERMEN, ſhews the Difference be- 


tween ALDERMEN choſen by the FREE 


Volck OF THE PEOPLE; and e who | 
| elect one another. 


P. . 1 had forge to ſhew how the Ly M ayor 
of London 1s choſen ; he muſt be choſen out of the 


Board of Aldermen, and muſt have actually ſerved 


the Office of Sherif, two of the Board of Aldermen - 
ſo qualified, are put in Election by the UNITED : 
VOICE of the Whole CHT OF LONDON, one f 


whom muſt be choſen by a Majority of the HOLE 


COMMON COUNCIL as the Law now ſtands : But 
while the Negative ſubſiſted, the Aldermen had a 
Power of refuſing the Perſon fixed on by the Com- 


mons, and conſequently che other muſt be choſen, 
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